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Competition time!  

I am often asked about how the volatility 
of the commodity markets influence the 
price of zinc and therefore galvanizing 
prices.   

Galvanizing is basically the coating of 
mild steel with zinc and therefore the 
price we pay for our zinc will have a
significant impact upon our galvanizing
selling price to you.  

During the last few years, zinc supply 
and demand has found its balance with 
the price of zinc remaining pretty stable.  
This is due to the global production of 
refined  zinc  having  increased  and
decreased in line with global demand.  Most 
of the recent increases in demand have 
come from the juggernaute economy of 
China, which in 2000 used around 15% 
of the world’s refined zinc, they now use 
44%!  This is quite high for a country with 
‘only’ 19% of the world’s population.  I 
suppose there is some natural balance 
here as they do produce nearly a third of 
the world’s refined zinc output as well 
(much more than any other country).  

Of course, problems occur when this 
seemingly unquenchable need for zinc 
outstrips the availability.     

Around  7  million  tonnes  of  steel  was 
galvanized in Europe in 2008. Due to the 
recent financial ’crisis’ the figure was 
20% lower in 2013.  As with the rest of 
Europe, the UK’s galvanizing output has 

Zinc again 

stagnated during this period with the 
number of galvanizing plants contracting 
in line with the reduced demand.  It is 
sad but this is the way of things during a 
recession and leaves the remaining 
plants  leaner,  more  efficient  through 
necessity and ready to process the
expected steady increase in the demand 
for galvanized steel.  

There are real signs of improvement in 
the demand for galvanizing and zinc in 
general as the economy begins to grow 
again.  This global upsurge looks like it is 
beginning to tip the balance with the 
resulting zinc demand outstripping supply.  
This potential deficit is leading to the zinc 
market being seen by investors as one of 
the most bullish metal markets at present 
wh ich  has  led  to  sma l l  z inc  p r i ce
increases.   

Let us hope that higher prices will motivate
zinc producers to increase their output
which  in  turn  will  calm  the  markets.  
No one wants to see higher costs and 
therefore higher galvanizing prices stifling
the already fragile new found confidence
in the galvanizing market. 

Thanks for taking the time to read our 
newsletter.  
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We have recently completed an overhaul of our 
website.  If saucy photos of hot dip action is your 
cup of tea then log on… www.galvanizers.co.uk  

Elephant proof galvanizing 

Hereford Galvanizers have recently coated elephant 
sized fencing used to house the new resident at 
Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm in Wraxall near Bristol.   

Wyatt Construction of Llandrindod Wells were tasked 
with fabricating a specially designed set of large, 
heavy duty fence frames and structural steelwork for 
the 20-acre purpose-built Elephant Eden area of the 
Zoo Farm.  

Adult African elephants stand up to four metres high 
and can weigh between 5 and 7 tonnes and so the 
Zoo Farm required something a little tougher than 
your average fencing system.  

The largest of the fencing panels weighed in at over 
a tonne each and were approximately four metres 
square. These were Hot Dip Galvanized by Hereford 
Galvanizers to give the steel the protection it required 

from the elements and the elephants.  Handling and 
coating dozens of these large panels presented a 
challenge with the frames needing to be ‘double 
dipped by depth’ (first one way up and then upside 
down) to ensure a complete galvanized coverage. 

John Wyatt of Wyatt Construction said “We spent a 
great deal of time and care on this important contract 
and were confident that Hereford Galvanizers could 
handle something that was out of the ordinary.  Even 
though some of the fencing frames are really large, 
Hereford Galvanizers took it all in their stride”. 

The Elephant Eden area at Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm is 
the largest of its type in Europe.  Buta, a 29 year old 
female African Elephant, was the first resident to 
arrive at the Zoo and will soon be joined by others in
the  £2  million  project.   Elephants  are  of  crucial 
conservation status with wild populations suffering
from habitat loss and poaching.  It is hoped that the
Elephant Eden project will provide a sanctuary for a
sustainable and happy herd. 

African elephant facts  

Weight Up to 7 tonnes 

Height Up to 4.0 metres  

Lifespan 60 to 70 years 

Diet 150kg vegetation per day 

Trunk  Can lift 350kg  

World  
population 440,000 est. 

Buta at Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm 

Website 
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Technical bit 
Steel is widely used in the agricultural industry for a 

large number of applications from live stock markets, 
milking parlours and portal frame buildings to the 

humble farm gate.   

Hot dip galvanizing is the economic, long lasting 
method of steel protection and here’s why...  

Lee Leightwood 
Works Manager 

Shropshire Galvanizers 
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David Howle 
Works Manager 

Hereford Galvanizers 

Why galvanize 
agricultural steel 

Hot dip galvanizing 
• Great value for money 

• Long life 
• Toughness 

• Protects inside and out 
• Hygienic for use around animals 

Environmental performance 

Left   alone   outside,   hot   dip 
galvanizing will protect steel from the 
weather for many decades.  It will 
also   protect   steel   from   other
farmyard  substances  such  as
diesel oil and petrol.  However, 
like any standard paint coating,
galvanized steel can be attacked by  
contact with acidic materials such 
as slurry, manure and silage.  If 
this is likely, a coat of bitumen 
paint should be applied to the 
galvanized steelwork.  Short term 
exposure, as in slurry pumps, is 
not normally a problem providing 
that the steelwork is rinsed off 

Long life 

A standard hot dip galvanized 
coating on a portal frame building 
or  gate  will  give  a  typical  life
without maintenance of 50+ years
in a rural environment.  A paint 
coating could need remedial work 
three or four times during this 
time. 

Tough 

Hot dip galvanizing produces a 
tough, durable and permanently 
bonded coating that is better than 
many other systems in protecting 
steel from damage, for instance, 
from tractors or machinery.  
What’s  more,  any  bare  steel
exposed by scratches or drill holes 
is protected by the surrounding 
zinc. 

Reliable 

Complete coverage, inside and 
out, is a unique feature of hot dip 
galvanizing. 

Reduced labour 

Particularly with building frames, 
once the hot dip galvanized steel 
is erected cladding can begin 
immediately.  This eliminates time 
consuming on-site painting. 

after use and allowed to dry.  It is 
also advisable to apply bitumen 
to galvanized steelwork if it is 
likely to be immersed continually 
in water. 

Sustainable 

Recent studies have shown that 
galvanizing   is   a   far   more 
sustainable solution for corrosion 
protection when compared to other 
systems. 

Hygiene 

The   abrasion   and   corrosion 
resistance of hot dip galvanized 
steel provides an easy to clean
and hygienic surface. 
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QUALITY ASSURED 
ISO 9001:2008 

Hereford Galvanizers Ltd 
Westfields Trading Estate 

Hereford, HR4 9NS 
T  01432 267664 
F  01432 352735 

E  zinc@hereford.galvanizers.co.uk 

Shropshire Galvanizers  
Units 12 & 13,

Maes-Y-Clawdd Ind Est, 
Maesbury Road, Oswestry,  

Shropshire, SY10 8NN 
T  01691 670757      
F  01691 670636 

E  zinc@shropshire-galvanizers.co.uk  
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Competition time... 
A big thank you to all those who took part in the competition in the previous edition of 
GALVANeyes.  Here is another opportunity to win.  This prize is a gift pack of Herefordshire Gin and 
Vodka from Chase Distillery near Hereford. All you need to do is answer the following question. 

How many million tonnes of steel was galvanized in Europe in 2008? _____________  
Please answer & complete your contact details below and post, fax or email this page back to Hereford
Galvanizers (for contact details, see top right of page) by 31st August 2014 to enter the draw. 
Name: ________________________________  Company: ________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________ Post code: _______________________________ 

Tel: ___________________________________ Fax: ____________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________________________________ 
The first correct answer drawn from a hat by our Managing Director, Dave Watkins, will win.  The winner will be 
announced in the next edition of GALVANeyes.  Good luck. 

GALVANIZERS  
ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

Despite his long service, 
Andy still doesn't make the 
top five for longevity at 
Hereford Galvanizers. 

Andy is the chap on the 
forklift with the red helmet 
you   look   out   for   when
delivering your steel to us.
And boy, does he make that 
forklift sing. 

Employee focus 

Name : Andy (Rooster) Haycocks            
Title :    Yardman             Fact : 31 years service! 
Started : May 1983 

Congratulations to Mr Deric Davies of Pencader who correctly answered ’10 
tonnes’ to the question, How many tonnes of zinc is wasted inside bracing 

tubes each year? from the previous edition of GALVANeyes.   
Mr Davies became the proud owner of a case of Herefordshire Cider.  
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